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subsidiary sciences, the field of learning began to open before him with an alluring prospect. It was a period when the distinction of the seven liberal arts was taking shape. Donatus, the great authority on grammar for so many centuries, was even then teaching at Rome, numbering amongst the youths who crowded his benches an ardent young Dalmatian of the name of Jerome. Under his influence the work of the schools was assuming the form it was to keep until well into the Middle Ages. Latin translations of Aristotle formed the base of the study of logic. Music was studied with some ardour ; even Ammianus allows the fourth century a zeal for music. Grammar and rhetoric were the two great studies, as I said, overlapping all the rest at that time. Arithmetic, geometry, and astronomy were also already taking distinct form.
It was in the pursuit of the last three sciences that Augustine was led into his first intellectual cul-de-sac. Far down into the Middle Ages the study of ' mathematics' was regarded alternately with suspicion and derision. Abelard speaks of it as {a nefarious study.' The casual reader of the Theodosian code, that profoundly interesting mirror of the life of falling Rome, is still further